ATT Working Group Meetings
Geneva March 2026
Australia - Working Group on Transparency and Reporting (WGTR)

Agenda item 2: Supporting compliance with ATT reporting obligations

Thank you, Chair.

Australia firmly believes that transparency is the foundation upon which trust and confidence between States Parties is built. 

Regular reporting strengthens accountability and supports the effective implementation of this and other conventional arms treaties.

The ATT’s Article 13 reporting obligations are essential to achieving these aims. They provide clarity on States’ transfers of conventional arms, and insights into national control systems and progress in implementing relevant laws and regulations. 

Australia has submitted its ATT annual reports every year since the Treaty entered into force in 2014. These reports are publicly available on the ATT website.

We thank the Working Group on Transparency and Reporting for its work and welcome the list of practical questions to assist States Parties’ to engage on this topic.

We share the Working Group’s view that we can work together to improve annual reporting rates, and enhance the quality and usefulness of reports. 

We encourage all States Parties to meet their obligations and to make their reports publicly accessible. Restricting public access undermines the spirit of transparency that all States Parties have committed to uphold. 

Australia recognises that building institutional capacity is critical to meeting Article 13 obligations, especially when data must be drawn from multiple agencies. We welcome efforts to strengthen interagency cooperation and to provide practical support to States Parties. 

Australia’s 2025 transparency working papers to the CCM and the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, contained a number of recommendations. Taking forward these recommendations, we recently undertook two initiatives to support improved transparency reporting across conventional arms control instruments.

On 10 February, Australia circulated a consolidated calendar outlining reporting obligations and deadlines across key conventional arms control instruments. This tool is intended to raise States’ awareness of their reporting requirements, and to support compliance.

Our second initiative was a workshop in February on enhancing transparency reporting. States and the Secretariats and Implementation Support Units of relevant arms control treaties came together to discuss how to improve transparency reporting outcomes. Participants identified initiatives that could drive enhanced outcomes with limited investment of resources such as: 

· deeper coordination with national focal points 
· improved guidance and templates
· targeted capacity-building
· demonstrating the value of transparency reports, and
· avoiding the creation of additional reporting obligations. 

Finally, we would like to express our appreciation for the contributions of civil society and research organisations, including the Stimson Center and UNIDIR, whose work has deepened our understanding of reporting challenges and opportunities for improvement. Tools such as the ATT Monitor’s Arms Transfers Dashboard also help build a clearer picture of global, regional and bilateral arms trade. These resources also support States to analyse reporting trends.  

Chair,

Transparency is central to achieving the object and purpose of our Treaty. While there is no one-size-fits-all approach, we must work together to lift our individual and collective reporting efforts. Australia remains fully committed to supporting that goal.

Thank you.
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